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McAllen, Texas
Sabouraud's medium is a poor growth medium
for the organisms causing Madura Foot (Myce-
toma). Although the organisms can grow after
considerable time (3—4 weeks), the medium may
become dehydrated or otherwise exhausted.
After considerable experimentation with 2
strains of Streptomvces (Nocardia) Madurae, an
optimum inexpensive laboratory medium was
found.
The media used were Brain Heart Infusion Agar,
Fryptose Agar, and Proteose #3 Agar. The follow-
ing enrichments were used in varying combina-
tions and concentrations; starch, dextrose, ascitic
fluid, and yeast extract. Bacterial growth is easily
inhibited by folding the "grains" in an alcohol
sponge for a minute or so prior to inoculation.
* Present address: The Chemistry Department,
Clinical Laboratories, Baylor Hospital, Dallas,Texas.
The materials were furnished by The Whigham
Laboratories, 412 South Main, MeAllen, Texas.
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The all around optimum medium for rapid
growth (5 days), pigment production (pale orange,
orange to red) and luxuriant growth (14 days) was
Proteose #3 agar with 3% dextrose and 10%
ascitic fluid.
The typical growth of Streptomyces Madurac
(Nocardia Madurac), after streaking on Proteose
#3 with 3% Dextrose and 10% ascitic fluid, shows
numerous glabrous flat concave disk-like small
colonies appearing not unlike fine latex rubber—
as in an unused finger cot, but of an orange or
red-orange tint. Many aggregate colonies produce
a wavy, somewhat reticulated surface.
It is anticipated that other strains of My
cetoma-causing organisms will grow as well and
further work in that area is anticipated.
suMMAay
Proteose #3 agar with 3% Dextrose and 10%
Ascitic Fluid is an excellent medium for the rapid
growth and identification of &reptosnyces
Madurac.
